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PRESS RELEASE  - June 17, 2005

CONFERENCE: Cities limit cars, as oil prices rise

With petrol prices rising and world oil production headed for decline, the race is on for cities and nations to find alternatives for everything from fuel to fertilizer. The prize for the winners may well be economic survival in a world where oil dependence is swiftly becoming a crippling burden.

This summer, delegates from around the world will be wrestling with the problems of sustainable transport planning and hammering out action plans at the Towards Carfree Cities V conference in Budapest, Hungary. From July 18 to 21, a mix of transport planners, urban scientists, cyclists, disability rights activists and representatives of environmental organizations from at least 20 countries will discuss solutions for socially- and environmentally-sound urban development. A series of planning meetings, networking workshops, expert presentations and focused discussions will take place at Budapest City Hall and the city’s University of Technology and Economics.

EVENT: Towards Carfree Cities (TCFC V) Conference

WHERE: Budapest, Hungary (City Hall and University of Technology and Economics)

WHEN: July 18 – 21, 2005

INFORMATION AND PRESS ACCREDITATION: www.worldcarfree.net/conference
CONTACT: Arie Farnam at wcn@seznam.cz or tel: ++420 608819276

The TCFC V conference, a collaboration between World Carfree Network and Hungary’s Clean Air Action Group, is the fifth in a series of international conferences aimed at reducing dependence on automobiles in urban areas. While the conference will discuss many problems with car-based transport systems -- from accident deaths and social isolation in cities to urban sprawl and pollution-induced climate change -- the issue that has brought carfree development into the international spotlight is energy security. Transport accounts for more than 60 percent of the oil consumption in industrial countries and cutting down on the use of cars is now widely viewed as the key to reducing the demand for oil.
“Cars make cities noisy, ugly, dangerous, polluted places to live while also consuming far too much energy,“ says Joel Crawford, an international urban-planning expert who will lecture at the meeting, “Although cars may remain useful in sparsely-settled rural areas, transport within cities can be provided by better means, such as walking, bicycling, and public transport.“

Cities around the world have begun aggressively tackling their dependence on cars with a range of energy-saving and traffic-calming techniques. London’s recent introduction of congestion charging has already resulted in increased public transit use. Paris is planning to bar cars from its four central districts, while Bogota’s state-of-the-art public transit scheme is spreading to numerous South American cities. Copenhagen, Nuremburg and numerous other European cities have embarked on radical “pedestrianisation” projects. These cities’ accomplishments, as well many smaller-scale “best practice” examples, will be discussed in Budapest and worked into future development plans.

The location of the conference in Hungary is significant because less-wealthy countries often have surprising advantages when it comes to sustainable transport. Central and Eastern Europe still has the densest and most widely-used rail network in the world. People in the region are three times more likely to travel without a car than Western Europeans and 19 times more likely than Americans. Even as they integrate into the European Union, many Hungarians are hoping to preserve these advantages and avoid the mistakes of western countries in automobile-based development. Similarly, experts from developing countries, such as Bangladesh, will be on hand to advise wealthier nations on non-motorised transport options (like rickshaws).

Journalists wishing to observe the TCFC V conference should complete the press accreditation form on the next page and send it to wcn@seznam.cz. For further information, contact Arie Farnam at ++420 608819276 or see www.worldcarfree.net/conference.

Towards Carfree Cities V conference

A collaboration between World Carfree Network and the Clean Air Action Group of Hungary

Press Accreditation

Local and international journalists are welcome to observe the Towards Carfree Cities V conference. We ask only that you provide some information about your interests and contact details in advance, so we can create press accreditation for you. You must show a valid press card from your agency when you pick up your accreditation at the conference. Please fill out the information below and send it to Arie Farnam at wcn@seznam.cz. You may also contact our press office at ++420 608819276. The deadline for press accreditation requests by e-mail is July 14.

Name:

Medium (writer, photo, video, etc.):

Specific personal office phone:

Mobile phone available during the conference:

Specific personal e-mail:

Specific fax number:

Agency, publication or broadcaster:

Mailing address:

General editorial phone:


General editorial fax: 

General editorial e-mail:

Web address:

Topics of interest at the TCFC V conference:

Any specific meetings, presentations or workshops you expect to attend:

Do you request priority space for filming at any particular events and which ones?

During the registration period of the conference a press accreditation desk will be on hand to answer your questions and issue press passes. If you arrive at a time when the registration and press desks are not open, please ask conference staff to help you find Arie Farnam (for international journalists) or Judit Madrassy (for Hungarian journalists). 

Note: Holders of press accreditation for the conference have the option of buying full or one day meal passes at the reduced rate in order to take advantage of the on site catering services. (Meal registration = 10 Euro per day.)
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